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There were only three-defended ports in Cuba that this Span-
ish division could have entered, Havana, Cienfuegos and San-
tiago. Why two were blockaded and the third left open is not
easily explained. There were ships enough in the American
fleet to have blockaded each port with a force equal to the
Spanish.

During the last two days, from May 22d to May 24th, passed
by the Flying Squadron off Cienfuegos, the torpedo-boat Dupont
arrived, and then the Iowa; on May 23d the HaivJc arrived
with despatches, also the Castine convoying the Merrimac;
on the morning of May 24th the Marblehead, the Eagle and the
Vixen, all short of coal except the Vixen, though just from Key
West, where there was a supply. With the Marblehead came
the first intimation that a code of signals had been arranged
with the insurgents about Cienfuegos, and, as soon as it had
been definitely decided that same afternoon that Cervera's
squadron was not in that port, the Flying Squadron took up its
formation a little after 6 p. M. for movement eastward to
Santiago.

At about 7 P. M.? as soon as despatches could be prepared
to send to Admiral Sampson, it got under way as a unit, the
Brooklyn leading the column, composed of the Massachusetts,
Texas, Iowa, Marblehead, Vixen, Eagle and the Merrimac on
the flanks. On clearing the land in the bight, both wind and
sea increased, and the squadron took up its gait to conform to
the speed of the slowest vessel, as is the universal tactical rule
everywhere, for otherwise no squadron of dissimilar vessels could
be kept together in battle formation, and no commander who
failed in this respect could justify his conduct in war if, through
disregard of this principle, the enemy should capture any vessel
left behind, or abandoned,, for that is the Anglo-Saxon of it,
on account of a lack of speed. In time of war, moving a squad-
ron from place to place with uncertain knowledge of the where-
abouts of the enemy's fleet, it would be criminal neglect, mili-
tarily unwise, and an invitation to disaster, to proceed in other
formation than as a unit. The principle that useful auxiliaries
and necessary supplies should ever be abandoned, except under
the most imperative military necessity, is something unknown
in war, and in the cold, clear light of reason it is a debatabletward, one to go west and attempt to reach
